[Analysis of the interaction of cyanobacterial HU-type protein and supercoiled circular DNA].
The use of small topoisomerised DNA rings to study in vitro DNA-protein interactions with a cyanobacterial HU-type protein allowed to obtain stable complexes which in turn distinguish the properties of that protein as compared with those of histones. Like histones, the HU-type protein is able to compact topoisomers under two forms, but unlike histones, these two compacted forms cannot be separated by sedimentation. Similar cross-links, when observed with histones, are obtained by formaldehyde-mediated DNA-HU type protein cross-links.